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Duobus poftremis anni menfibus complures repente
occubuerunt, ex apoplexia alii, alii vero ex internis
przcordiorum affectionibus, 1llud denique animad-
verfione dignum cenfemus, frequentes per zftatem, &
autumnum fuiffe morbos ex vermibus ortos, quos in
acutis etiam vomitu, & deje@ionibus expulfos vidi-
mus : idque in rofticis potiflimum obf¢rvare proclive
erat.

1. Extratt of a Letter from J. F. Gronovius,
M. D. at Leyden, November 1742. to
Peter Collinfon, F. R. S. concerning a Water
Infe&, awhich, being cut into feveral Pieces,
becomes {6 many perfect Animals.

SIR,

Read Nov. 18, T is now about Nine Months fince
i that a young Gentleman, living in
the Family of Mynbeer Bentinck at the Hague, dif-
covered a Water Infe@, not known yet or defcribed
by any Author. It has a pellucid Body, having here
and there branched out fomething like Claws, with
which it catches a particular fort of fmall Worms,
which are every-where found in ftanding Waters:
Thefe are its Food. °

But of what Sort this Infe&t is, is not known; nor
have its Mouth, Stomach or Intcftines been yet dif-
covered.

But what is moft furprifing is, that, cut this Ani-
mal in Five or Six Pieces, in a few Hours there will
be as many like their Parent.

This
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This Difcovery was and is very furprifing to all out
Virtuofo’s, and really not beclieved, until the Pro-
feflors Albinus and Muffenbrock were provided with
the Animals, and, after having well examined this
Creature, found the Prodigy of increafing itfelf in
that wonderful Manner, very true.

One of the Gentlemen that made this Difcovery
was Mr. Allemand, a Man of great Learning and
Ingenuity, Tutor to the Sons of Mr. s’Gmfuenfana;f.

There

The firft Account given to the RoyaL SocreTy, of this furprifing
Property of the fore-mentioned Infect, wasin a Letter from Monfieur
Buffon, of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris, and F. R.§S. to
Martin Folkes, Eig; now our Prefident; his Letter bears Date the
18th of Fuly 1741. N. §. and was communicated to the SociETY at
their next Meeting on the 29th of Ofober following ; and thercin Mox-
[reur Buffon acquaints Mr, Folkes of Two very fingular Obfervations
lately made in Igatural Hiftory ; the Firft of a fmall fort of Bug, which
produces its Like fomewhat after the Manser of Plants, and without
Copulation ; the other of a {mall Infet called a Polypus, which is found
fticking to the common Duck-weed, and which, being cut in two, puts
out from the upper Part a Tail, and from the lower a Head, fo asto
become Two Animals inftead of One; befides which, when cut in
Three, the middlemoft Part puts out from onc End a Head, and from
the other a Tail, fo as to become Three Animals, all living like the
firlt, and performing the Offices of their Specie. Both which Obfer-
vations Mr. Buffor fays were well averred.

Mr. Folkes alfo at the fame time communicated another Letter he
had received from the Honble Charles Bentinck,Efq, at the Hague, dated
the 15th of the foregoing September, wherein it is faid, That a young
Gentleman of Gezeva, then in Holland, whofc Name we fince learn
to be Monfieur du Tremblay, had found in Water, wherein he was look-
ing for Infects, fome fmall things he at firft took for Plants, till, on a
further Examination, he perccived them to move, and to contraét them-
felves on their being touched ; nor could he at firft think them to be
Animals, by reafon of feveral young Shoots he found to come out from
them, and to hang upon onc another as far as the fourth Generation :
He was, however, at laft fatisficd they were Infects, and that they preyed
upon others, and would even cat r;\&; Fleth. They fixed thcmfclv;s,
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There have been feveral of thefe wonderful Crea-
tures {ent to Paris, to Mr. Reaumur, from whom
we hope for a particular Difertation.

But after all, 1 do not think it a perfe& Animal,
but a kind of the Uve marine, Holothuria or Zoo-
phyta, which really are living when they are firft
catched ; of this Kind are the Penne marine, figured
by Barrelierus in Table 1273 and 1774. and alfo
the Fungi Marini, Tab. 1293, 1204. Thefe laft I
remember | have found feveral times on our Sca-
Coafts, and obferved that there was a living Nature
in them.

he faid, by one End to fome Plant, or the Side of the Veflel in which
they were contained, and at the other End had Six or Eight Arms, with
which they feized their Prey. He alfo found, that one of them being
cut afunder, a few Days after, new Arms were grown out of that Part
that had none before; fince which he'had cut them every Way poffible,
in Length, Breadth, and obliquely, and always with the fame Succefs ;
after which he has gone on il further, fubdividing them, but never
found them to propagate any other ways than by Shoots, feveral at a
time, and without any Copulation. Mr. Bentinck added, That this
Gentleman would foon print an Account of the Obfervations he had
made; and that the Infegs he had himfelf {een of this Sort, were from
about a Line to half an Inch in Length.

The late Mr. Lewenhoeck feems to have met with this fame Sort of
Animalenla in the Year 1703, and has defcribed and given a Draught
of them in a Letter publithed in N© 283 of thefe Tranfactions. Soon
after which a more perfe& Draught and Defcription of the fame Infects
were inferted from an anonymous Hand in N°288. of the fame Trazf2
altions ; all which Figures anfwer very well to the Defcription and a
rough Sketchin Mr. Bentinck’s Letter. In Fig. IIT.and IV. of this laft
cited Tranfaltion, one of the Infe&s is reprefented as quite purfed up
or contracted ; but neither Mr. Lewenboeck, nor the laft-mentioned
aronymous Author, ever thought of dividing the Infect, though the
latter had obferved the young Shoot dropping off from the Parent.
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